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SMALL ARMS RANGES

This manual provides detailed guidance for personnel who are planning, constructing, and operating
small arms ranges. It outlines their duties and responsibilities, and recommends policies for the use of

N small arms ranges to help achieve and maintain small arms skill and proficiency. The manual also
serves as a reference text for resident course training, individual on-the-job and unit training, and
refresher or proficiency training.
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CHAPTER ]

Range Planning

SECTION A — RESPONSIBILITIES

1-1. Major Commands. Each major command
directs and monitors planning for new small arms
range facilities or rehabilitation of existing facil-
ities. The Small Arms Training Officer and the
noncommissioned officer AFSC 753X0 or 75391
assigned to each command headquarters normally
accomplishes this monitoring. The success of small

arms marksmanship training prescribed in Chap-

ter 8 of AFM 50-15, General Military Training
depends on the adequacy of ‘ranges to support
these training requirements. If small arms ranges
are inadequate or nonexistent, major commands
direct repair or new construction, as appropriate.
The major command small arms superintendent/
technician helps determine and review the training
requirements and support capability of small arms
ranges. Major commands must advise their instal-
lations of programmed mission changes or person-
nel changes affecting range requirements. The staff
training activity includes small arms range projects
in budget estimates.

1-2. Installation Responsibilities. To insure com-
pliance with small arms training programs, instal-
lation commanders establish review procedures to
weigh local existing and programmed facilities and
personnel against current and projected training
requirements. Commanders obtain recommenda-
tions to rehabilitate or construct ranges from their
operations, legal, training, material, communica-
tion, civil engineer, ground safety, security and
law enforcement, and combat defense staff per-
sonnel. At least one representative from the range
operating section who is an NCO graduate of
course 3ABR75330 gives his recommendations
concerning the most economical type, size, and
style of range construction. Participants are not

limited to those listed above; they may come from
any other offices with a corollary interest. Com-
manders are to include approved plans in their
budget estimates. '

a. CiviL ENGINEERING, This office has the re-
sponsibility for providing small arms range facili-
ties. The base civil engineer is responsible for real
estate management, acquisition and disposal,
design, construction, improvement, maintenance,
preventive maintenance, rehabilitation, modifica-
tion, extension, or addition to small arms ranges
and allied buildings or structures. Portions of this
manual outline certain functions of the civil engi-
neering office. Civil engineering personnel use this
information to help determine such things as
safety, economy, maintenance, and methods and
types of construction. No attempt is made in this
manual to decide on one type of construction,
building, or design for the planning engineer to

use. The material presented here is for planning

purposes only. Fach range, facility, or training
activity must satisfy local requirements.

b. CommUNICATIONS. The planning and instal-
lation of communications equipment is the respon-
sibility of the communications section. There must
be communication at all times between target pits
and firing line, and between firing line and parent
installation. Public address systems are necessary
to insure the safe transmission of audible com-
mands to firers. Point-to-point communications
are usually by telephone; but they could be by
radio if this is more economical. A typical tele-
phone hookup is shown in figure 1-1. Ten firing
points and ten targets are normally connected and
serviced by one set of field phones. Required but
not shown is the regular telephone service hookup
between the firing line and the parent installation.
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