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THE GOAL:

SUPREMACY

e E ALY

The mid-1950’s were hard on Army pride in
its long tradition of marksmanship. Official
studies had revealed that a large number of
combat soldiers in World War II and Korea
didn't fire in battle, and those that did often
failed to hit an enemy. No less a blow was the
unconvincing showing of the Army’s sharp-
shooters in the National Matches. The Matches,
hailed as the ultimate test of U.S. shooters, in-
dicated that Army marksmanship had dropped
to a seriously low state.

What had happened to the Army sharpshoot-
ers—the likes of Sergeant York and the regu-
lars of Washington’s time? A lot of Americans
wanted to know, and the Army wasn’t long in
giving its response. The answer came in the
form of bullseyes and trophies and a program
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“fhat has lifted the Army, and the Nation, to a

new height in the world of shooting.

The overwhelming success of the 5-year-old
U.S. Army Marksmanship Program was dis-
played in a retreat review at the Washington
Monument on 18 September 1960. There the
Honorable Wilber M. Brucker, then Secretary
of the Army, accepted 41 trophies won by Army
marksmen in the 1960 National Matches at
Camp Perry, Ohio. One factor alone zeroed in
on the success of the new program: two-thirds
of the Army shooters had never before com-
peted in the National Matches.

The long road back to national supremacy in
marksmanship had been marked with impres-
sive Army achievements, but none to match the
total victory in the 1960 competition. In 1957
and 1958, the Army won all the team events of
the National Trophy Matches, the military arms
phase of the National Matches. They even won
some individual matches. At that early point
in the program the comeback of the Army was
evident. There were even those who felt the
Army teams’ determination to win and the
leadership of their coaches may not have been
surpassed in the history of the National
Matches.

In 1959, the Army pistol teams did not do
ouite as well as in 1958, but the Army rifle
teams made an even better showing. Depth
and experience were becoming more and more
avparent. Army teams captured the first four
places in the National Trophy Rifle Team
Match. In the Infantry Trophy Team Match,
the Army team raised its own record by 107
points.

The U.S. Army Pistol Team shot its way back
in 1960, winning 14 of the 19 individual cham-
pionships and the Center-fire and National
Trophy Pistol Team Matches. In every event
the Army shooters nailed down the majority of
the top places. In the 1960 highpower rifle



phase of the National Matches, the Army won
16 of the 19 matches including the National
Trophy Individual Rifle Match, and 7 out of 7
team matches, 5 of them with new national
records.

At the 1961 National Matches, Army shooters
won a total of 34 major trophies—nearly match-
ing their 1960 sweep in spite of stiffer competi-
tion from both civilian and military marksmen.

The Army pistol teams did even better than
in 1960, winning the first three places in the
National Trophy Pistol Team Match and sweep-
ing the National Rifle Association national team
championships with a new National Match rec-
ord in each event. An Army marksman tied for
the high score in the National Trophy Individ-
ual Pistol Match, but lost by virtue of his lower
military rank. Army sharpshooters took seven
of the twelve individual matches sponsored by
the National Rifle Association and the first
three places of the NRA’s National Pistol In-
dividual Championship.

Although the Army riflemen did not equal
their triumph in the 1960 Matches, there was
no question of their domination. Army teams

took the first seven places in the National
Trophy Rifle Team Match, the first three places

in the Infantry Trophy Team Match, and four
of the five National Rifle Association team
matches. In addition, Army marksmen won
eight of the first ten places in the National
Trophy Individual Match and the first seven
places in the NRA’s Service Rifle Championship
Aggregate. In the smallbore rifle phase of the
Matches, an Army team won the Four Position
Metallic Sight Team Match and Army shooters
captured seven of the first ten places in the
National Smallbore Rifle Position Champion-
ship Aggregate.

Army shcoters have again entrenched them-
selves at the peak of American competition, but
it is believed that the Army’s tremendous re-
sources have still not been fully tapped. Nor
has the Army’s goal been realized of leading the
United States to international shooting pre-
eminence. In the 1960 Olympics, Army marks-
ment helped the United States make its most
impressive showing ever. But it was not a
victory, and now the Army shooting teams are
pcinting toward the 1962 World Championships
in Cairo, Egypt. The Army will not be truly
satisfied with the level of its marksmanship
until it produces the world’s undisputed
champions.




THE NEW EMPHASIS ON

MARKSMANSHIP

Heritage of Marksmanship

Why so much emphasis on competitive marks-
manship? Part of the answer lies in America’s
tradition of sharpshooting—and the pride
which the Army takes in its contribution to
this heritage. The United States has long been
credited with being “a Nation of riflemen.”
Born of necessity, with large numbers of Amer-
icans living on the frontier of our Nation’s
continental expansion, this skill was a provider
and a defense. It was long a part of our mili-
tary potential, and the history of the Army is
filled with the heroic accomplishments of Amer-
ican riflemen.

In the Revolutionary War, most of our troops
were armed with smoothbore muskets, which
were comparatively inaccurate even at short
range. Nevertheless, a small number of rifle-
men made major contributions through their
excellence in marksmanship. An example of
their early reputation appeared in a letter from
a colonist published by the London Chronicle in
August 1775

“This province has raised 1,000 riflemen,
the worst of whom will put a ball into a
man’s head at a distance of 150 to 200
yards; therefore advise your officers who
shall hereafter come out to America to
settle their affairs in England before their
departure.”

A few years later, the men of colonial patriot
Daniel Morgan lay in ambush watching a Brit-
ish force maneuvering just beyond musket
range at Stillwater, N.Y. Noticing the British
commander hovering in front of his troops,
Colonel Morgan ordered Tim Murphy, one of
his best shots, to come forward. From a range
of 300 yards, Murphy fired two shots in close
succession, and the British officer toppled from
his horse, dead. Taking advantage of the dis-
crder and confusion following this blow, Colonel
Morgan attacked and drove the demoralized
British back to Saratoga. There, a few days
later, the British were defeated in one of the
decisive battles of the Revolutionary War.
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In 1780, Jchn Sevier led his small band of
Tennessee volunteers against the British at the

Battle of King’s Mountain. This group of 500
backwoodsmen, armed mainly with the Ken-
tucky long rifle, killed 400 British regulars and
Tery militiamen, and captured more than 4,000.
Only 26 of the enemy escaped.

At the Battle of New Orleans during the War
of 1812, General Andrew Jackson's Army de-
feated a British force almost three times as
large-—again through marksmanship. Jackson’s
force, the majority of them American frontier
riflemen, were on the defense and firing from
covered positions. The riflemen poured their
fire into the British ranks. When the battle
ended, there were 3,000 British casualties, and
13 American.

Prior to the Civil War there was a tendency
in the Army to consider proficiency in marks-
manship an inherited trait. In reality, this
proficiency was not inherited; it came after
years of intensive training. The average back-
woodsman or frontiersman was taught to shoot
at an early age and shooting competitions were
frequent.

American colonists and later their frontier
counterpart put meat on their tables with the
rifle. For years there was no large domestic
animal industry to provide this need. Even
while in his fields, the early American had his
rifle close by his plow to replenish his store-
house with game. The hostility of the wilder-
ness, with its wild animals and marauding In-
dians, also made a rifle a necessary companion
for those intent on living out their three score



and ten. In this environment, marksmanship
was the mark of a man, but the encroachment
of organized society drove off the game and
hostile Indians and established new standards
of manhood.

The Army's Marksmanship Responsibilities

A misconception that Americans were nat-
ural marksmen was effectively destroyed during
the Civil War. The growth of the large north-
ern cities and the decline of frontier society had
severely lessened the number of home-trained
marksmen. Some commanders complained
bitterly of taking men into battle who had never
fired a rifle.

The most noted marksmen of the Civil War,
the pickets, did not learn their skills in the
Army; they came from the ranks of the fron-
tiersmen and the shooting clubs. These sharp-
shooter regiments were used on picket duty and
introduced to the world of arms the polished art
of frontline sniping. Union General Hiram
Berdan had one command, containing two regi-
ments, in which membership was restricted to
soldiers able to place ten consecutive bullets in
a 10-inch circle at 200 yards.

In the decade after the War, the Army took
the first steps toward building a permanent
program of marksmanship training. This de-
velopment was an outgrowth of the experiences
of the Civil War, and was spurred on by public
opinion, for interest in marksmanship remained
high fcllowing the war. As a result of their
war service, veterans were particularly inter-
csted. A group made up largely of former
Civil War officers founded the National Rifle
Association in 1871. Our western movies and
television shows are some indication of the im-
portance of good shooting in the West following
the Civil War. In the East, the shooting clubs
flourished, and throughout the country the state
militias added an emphasis of their own to the
development of accurate long-range shooting.

The Civil War was the turning point in the
development of marksmanship. It became ap-
parent that national defense could no longer
depend on a broad base of home-trained sharp-
shooters. The Army along with public-spirited
aroups and officials recognized the need for a
new approach to maintain a Nation of riflemen.
Since then the history of American marksman-




ship has been marked by the efforts of these
groups to encourage small arms proficiency and
to develop ever better equipment and tech-
niques.

The Army’s first training manual on rifle
marksmanship was published in 1883. In 1901,
Congress directed the Secretary of War to es-
tablish the National Board for the Promotion
of Rifle Practice. This board remains active
today in promoting rifle practice among civil-
ians as well as the military services. With war
raging in Europe, Congress passed the National
Defense Act of 1916 extending broadened pow-
ers to the board. Commanders were authorized
to furnish arms, ammunition, and range mater-
ial to certain civilian organizations, and to make
ranges, details, instructors, and facilities avail-
able to civilian clubs. This action was initiated
too late to be fully effective in the mobilization
for World War I, and most of the marksman-
ship training had to be provided by the Army.

General Pershing, the great World War I
commander, was a strong advocate of marks-
manship training. One of the famous requests
attributed to him was “Send me some men who
can shoot and salute.” Because of the lack of
time, weapons, and ammunition, however, many
replacements and units entered combat in
World War I with insufficient training in the
loading and firing of individual weapons. At
the insistence of General Pershing, the Army
established a school at Camp Perry, Ohio, to
train officers as rifle instructors. This was an-
other milestone of progress in marksmanship
training and the revisions of Army shooting
manuals after the war reflected the concepts
and methods of this school group.

During the rapid expansion for World War
II and the Korean War, the capable marksman-
ship instructors were spread too thin to be
entirely effective, but the men going into com-
bat had far better training than in previous
wars. Much of the training was based on
methods developed in peacetime marksmanship
programs.

The Measure of Good Soldiers
Another reason for the Army’s renewed em-
phasis on marksmanship is its important pres-
tige value for the Army and the Nation. Marks-
manship, like any element of weaponry, is part
of the military art, and represents a funda-



mental measure of good soldiers. It follows
{rcm this that the Arnty has an interest in not
cnly developing good marksmen, but also in
preparing them to win the finest competition
available. As the Nation’s largest military
service and the major ground force, the Army
is expected to set the standard of excellence in
using small arms. On the national level, the
Army must constantly meet the test against
teams from the other services, the National
Guard, the Army Reserve, and c¢ivilian groups.
In these matches, the finest marksmen in the
country compete, and it takes superior skill to
win.

Foremost in United States competition are
the National Matches which have been held each
year since 1903 except for the period of World
War I and for 10 years during and following
World War II. In the first National Matches,
held at Sea Girt, N.J., the New York National
Guard won first place and the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard finished second. Out of 15 entries,
the Marines, Army, and Navy finished 6th, 7th,
and 13th, respectively. The regular services
began seeking help from the National Guards-
men and improvement came rapidly. Soon the
regulars were winning the National Matches.
This was an early example, incidentally, of the
One Army approach tc marksmanship that pre-
vails today. Only now the Active Army has
taken the lead and assists the reserve compo-
nents as part of its overall marksmanship
program.

The International Aspects

The Army is also emphasizing marksman-
ship more than ever before in order to strength-
en the showing of the United States in inter-
national competition. This goal has a dual
aspect. First, patriotic endeavor colors every
activity of the Army. Naturally it is interested
in the United States making a good showing in
the Olympics and other competitions among
nations. Further the Army more than any

other organization has the means to contribute

ty United States shooting efforts. It even has a
responsibility based on Congressional action.
For when Congress directed the Army to estab-
lish the National Board for the Promotion of
Ri‘e Practice, it placed the Army in charge of
developing American riflemen. In taking the
lead in assuring a good representation of the
Urited States, the Army is making a contribu-
tion to the honor of the Nation,

Secondly, the Army has its own stake in in-
ternational competition. People of other coun-
tries view international shooting competition
as an indication of a nation’s military ability.
Consequently the Army must consider marks-
r~anship as a not to be neglected part of its
international relations.

The recent efforts of the Army in interna-
tional competition have been fruitful. In the
short span of 4 years, the Army led the United
States from the bottom to a keen contender for
all international shooting honors—the equiva-
lent of building a cellar-dwelling team into a
strecng pennant contender in baseball.

In the 1960 Olympics, six of the ten members
cf the United States shooting team were from
the Army. While the team did not win any gold
medals, it did place much higher than any
American team since 1928. Also, it added im-
portant points to the overall United States
Olympic Team score.

While preparing for the 1960 Olympic Games
in Rome, the Army helped the United States
win new laurels at home and abroad. During
a spring tour, the Army International Rifle and
Pistol Teams competed against some of the
world’s most powerful teams from Switzerland,
Germany, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, Finland,
Norway, and Italy. The Army shooters won 13
individual and 13 team matches of the 27 com-
petitions. They posted 21 scores that surpassed
world records. During the previous summer,
the United States Shooting Team completely
dominated the Pan American Games in Chica-

7



go. Of the 22 members on the team, 19 were
from the Army.

Weeks after the 1960 Olympics, an all-Army
U.S. team scored the first American victory in
the annual meet of the Counseil Internationale
du Sports Militaire (known generally as CISM)
at Athens, Greece. The meet is a modified
Olympic Game containing, among other com-
Petitions, a number of military rifle and pistol
matches over courses of fire similar to the
Olympic Game events. A year later, the Army
competed in the 1961 CISM meet at Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, and won every individual and
team event.

The rapid resurgence of the Army and the
United States in international competition is
particularly impressive in view of the stiff
challenges it presents to both men and equip-
ment. This type of shooting is the most precise
in the field of marksmanship and the shooters
must be virtual machine rests in the prone,
kneeling, and standing positions. Rifles must
not weigh more than 17.6 pounds, and most of
them push the weight limit. To shoot 40 shots
standing, it takes strength and stamina. The
shooter must be nearly nerveless and it requires
a great deal of competition to gain experience.
This has been one of the big hurdles for the U.S.
competitors. The United States rarely partici-
pates in international or Olympic matches more
than once every year or so. European teams
meet in this type match several times each year,
and most of them use the same course of fire in
their national matches.

While building a strong international shoot-
ing team, the Army has worked with American
weapons and ammunition manufacturers to
build the most accurate rifles and handguns in
the world. They have rifles, caliber 7.62-mm.
NATO, that can consistently fire shots within
a 2-inch circle at 300 meters (330 yards). The

ammunition is hand assembled with toleran(‘:es
of each component held to one-tenth of a grain,
and there are 437.5 grains to an ounce.

The Larger Mission

Actually the prestige side of the Army’s
marksmanship program is secondary. Its main
purpose is to contribute to the development of
soldiers skilled in the use of small arms. For
the Army, the advent of nuclear weapons and
the development of highly technical machines
have not diminished the need for ground forces
highly trained in the use of individual weapons.
It might even be said that the need is now
greater than ever before in view of the in-
creased danger of highly mobile, limited war-
fare.

Any future war is likely to require the wide
disparsement of units. With units widely sep-
arated, new importance will attach to the pro-
tection against sudden small-unit raids by
enemy forces. In limited or total warfare the
ccntrol of the enemy and his territory is still
the principal objective, and it is the infantry-
man with his basic weapon, the rifle, who per-
forms this fundamental task.

Obviously, however, each individual is not
inherently a rifleman. But a normal man with
average vision (even vision corrected with
glasses) can be molded into a superior combat
soldier when properly linked with an Army
rifle. The rifle is probably unsurpassed in
accuracy, reliability, ruggedness, and effective
killing power within its range. The secret of its
effectiveness is the proper training of its user.
Effective instruction in marksmanship must be
conducted by capable coaches, with individual
instruction for each man while he is on the
firing line. No short cuts, no “quickie” substi-
tutes have been found which would produce the
necessary results.
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today most certainly won’t be the best tomor-
row. Records are set only to be broken, and at
the top rung of competitive marksmanship the
difference of only one bullseye, the use of only a
slightly better weapon spell the difference be-
tween the champions and the field.

Much of the unit’s effort is directed toward
the pursuit of the ever elusive goal of perfec-
tion. The USAAMU's shop operation is typical.
Staffed by highly skilled gunsmiths, armorers,
and machinists, the shop is responsible for re-
Pairing, modifying, and developing competitive
small arms. The widely diversified shop equip-
ment allows the staff to test and improve the
accuracy of almost any type match weapon.

The technical advances made by the
USAAMU experts have been considerable. Al-
though the Springfield Armory is charged with
the general development of small arms for the
Army, USAAMU technical research has led to
several significant improvements in match wea-
pons which have been accepted by the Spring-
field Armory. Among the modifications de-
velored by the USAAMU for the M-1 rifle are
improved sights, more uniform operating rods,
new stock assembly features, and the glass bed-
ding of the receiver into the stock. For the
new 7.62 NATO weapons, the unit developed an
extremely accurate boat-tail bullet cartridge
which will probably be adopted as standard.
For international competition the unit has
worked with arms manufacturers to develop
new types of ammunition and the first Olympic
free rifle of American manufacture. Other de-
velopments include an electromagnetic trigger
which moves only 1/1000 of an inch and can be
set off by the touch of a feather.

The USAAMU range facilities are also in
keeping with the general excellence of the staff
and equipment. For the development of its
international competitors, the USAAMU has
the only permanent international range in the
United States, an international running deer
range, a 6-bay international rapid fire pistol
range, an international clay pigeon shooting
range, and an international skeet range. Other
range facilities include a 7-point indoor pistol
range and a 6-point indoor smallbore rifle range.

The Competitive Ladder

The Active Army Competitive Marksmanship
Program is a competitive ladder reaching from
company level to the National Matches. Beyond
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that the most outstanding shooters can gain
assignment with the USAAMU. Twenty mem-
bers of the USAAMU prepare for international
shooting competition and a chance at represent-
ing the United States in the Olympic Games and
other contests among nations.

Companies and independent units field a rifle
and pistol team to compete at battalion level
Battalions and battle groups in turn form a rifle
and pistol team for matches to determine a
first and second team for both rifle and pistol at
the next higher level. These teams then com-
pete at the post or division level for positions on
the three teams that go forward to compete in
the rifle and pistol matches at army areas or
major commands. At this level, teams are se-
lected to participate at the Annual U.S. Army
Rifle and Pistol Championships. There the top
marksmen from throughout the Army are se-
lected to train with the USAAMU and become









gram he is exposed to advanced coaching and
competition throughout his career in the Active
Army or one of the reserve components. The
Army, through the National Board for the Pro-
motion of Rifle Practice, gives parallel aid to
civilians in cooperation with the National Rifle
Association. In this way it reaches beyond the
One Army Concept to make a broad contribu-
tion to our entire national defense effort.

A similar program of competition tests the
marksmen of the USAR and the National Guard
of each state. Through competitive selection,
the National Guard of each state designates a
team to represent it in the National Matches.
Each army area or major command may send
one USAR rifle team and one USAR pistol team
directly to the National Matches. In addition,
two combined pistol and rifie teams are selected
to represent the entire USAR on the basis of
competition at the Army area or major com-
mand level. Other Army competitors enter the

National Matches as representatives of the
ROTC and the United States Military Academy.

Awards

The Army Competitive Marksmanship Pro-
gram is not without its tangible honors. Dis-
tinctive trophies of high quality are awarded at
the major command matches and at the U.S.
Army Championships at Fort Benning, Ga.
Others are offered at the state, regional, and
national levels of competition, and small tro-
phies and medals are normally provided at
lesser levels. More than 100 trophies are pre-
sented at the National Matches each year. At
the top are the trophies and plaques awarded
to those who place in each event. Also awarded
are class awards of silver tableware for those
competitors whose performance in each event
is within the categories of master and expert,
sharpshooter and marksman, and unclassified.

The highest marksmanship award in the
United States is a Distinguished Designation
Radge, first issued in 1884. The uniqueness of
these awards is indicated by the fact that they
have been awarded fewer times than the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. The Badge is




awarded in two categories, Distinguished Pistol
Shot, and Distinguished Marksman for riflemen.
To receive one of these coveted honors, a soldier
must first gain three Army Excellence in Com-
petition Badges, called “legs on Distinguished.”
One leg must be gained in the National Trophy
Matches or in the U.S. Army Championship
Matches. Among the more noted soldiers who
have won a Distinguished Designation Badge
are General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff; General of the Armies
John J. Pershing, and General Courtney H.
Hecdges who commanded the First Army in
Europe during World War II.

Army shooters also vie for a place on the
“President’s Hundred,” a designation applied
to the 100 top competitors in the President’s
Match at the National Matches. Of the men
selected to wear the President’s Hundred Bras-
sard in 1960, 69 were Active Army, 4 were Na-
tional Guardsmen, and 1 was a Cadet from the
United States Military Academy.

Teaching in Depth

The Advanced Marksmanship Unit contrib-
utes its expert know how to the competitive
marksmanship program by conducting small
arms schools in the major command areas dur-
ing the fall months. All new shooters who are
to compete in a major command match must
attend a small arms firing school conducted by
the pcst, division, or army. Another small arms
firing school is conducted as part of the National
Matches.: At this school the instruction is pro-
vided to civilians and members of the various
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reserve components not reached through active
military service programs. The experienced
marksmen who conduct these schools spend
long hours developing and rehearsing their pres-
entations and gear them to the appropriate
student level.

For several years, the USAAMU assisted
The Infantry School conduct advanced marks-
manship coaching courses for personnel of both
the Active Army and the reserve components.
A 1-week course, its goal was to prepare officers
and enlisted men to conduct an effective unit
marksmanship program. The course of study
included external ballistics, optical instruments,
coaching techniques, and instructional and
record firing with national match grade M-1
rifles.

Through such courses the USAAMU not only
improves marksmanship, but also prepares
ccaches to carry its efforts and techniques to
lower levels throughout the Active Army and
the reserve components. Hundreds of pistol
and rifle shooters receive coaching from, or
become part of, an Army team each year. In
time, these men return to their units to instruct
new shooters. In this way the Army Competi-
tive Marksmanship Program best meets its
underlying objective. This objective is to get
as many trained coaches as possible in each unit
in the Army and to utilize these trained coaches
in the conduct of unit marksmanship and.quali-
fication programs. As a self-generating pro-
gram it assures the Army of a continually ex-
panding group of new shooters to fill the ranks
of Army teams as well as a growing reserve of
highly qualified marksmen.
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